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Fish & Ships Alfred Pickup A not quite sixteen-year-old Alfred Pickup is declared healthy, and after a simple written exam, 
joins the Royal Navy as a Junior Electrical Mechanic 2nd class in 1961. Pickup would serve on 
numerous ships from the HMS Wakeful, a decaying WW II era Destroyer to the HMS Cardiff, a 
brand new destroyer in 1979. Before joining any ship, a sixteen-year-old must learn many new 
skills. From minor obstacles of embroidering his name on his uniforms to learning to use a rifle, 
Pickup is readied for duty in strict Navy tradition.

The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia Andrei Lankov n The Real North Korea, Lankov substitutes cold, clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric 
surrounding this opaque police state. After providing an accessible history of the nation, he turns 
his focus to what North Korea is, what its leadership thinks, and how its people cope with living in 
such an oppressive and poor place. He argues that North Korea is not irrational, and nothing shows 
this better than its continuing survival against all odds. A living political fossil, it clings to existence 
in the face of limited resources and a zombie economy, manipulating great powers despite its 
weakness. Its leaders are not ideological zealots or madmen, but perhaps the best practitioners of 
Machiavellian politics that can be found in the modern world. Even though they preside over a 
failed state, they have successfully used diplomacy-including nuclear threats-to extract support 
from other nations. But while the people in charge have been ruthless and successful in holding on 
to power, Lankov goes on to argue that this cannot continue forever, since the old system is slowly 
falling apart. In the long run, with or without reform, the regime is unsustainable. Lankov contends that reforms, if attempted, will trigger a dramatic implosion of the regime. They will not prolong its existence. 

Churchill - Walking with Destiny Andrew Roberts Winston Churchill towers over every other figure in twentieth-century British history. By the time of 
his death at the age of 90 in 1965, many thought him to be the greatest man in the world.

Hunt the Bismarck - The Pursuit of Germany's Most Famous Battleship Angus Konstam Bismarck entered service in the summer of 1940. She was well-armed, with eight 15-inch guns as 
well as a powerful array of lighter weapons, while her armoured protection earned her the 
reputation of being unsinkable. This claim was finally put to the test in May 1941, when she sortied 
into the Atlantic and fought the legendary battle of the Denmark Strait, destroying HMS Hood, the 
pride of the Royal Navy. Bismarck was now loose in the North Atlantic. However, damage 
sustained in the battle limited her ability to roam at will, while the Royal Navy deployed the Home 
Fleet to revenge the Hood. The stage was set for the greatest chase story in the history of naval 
warfare.

Dreams From My Father Barak Obama The son of a black African father and a white American mother, President Obama recounts an 
emotional odyssey. He retraces the migration of his mother's family from Kansas to Hawaii, then to 
his childhood home in Indonesia. Finally he travels to Kenya, where he confronts the bitter truth of 
his father's life and at last reconciles his divided inheritance.

Nothing to Envy: Real Lives in North Korea Barbara Demick North Korea is Orwell's 1984 made reality: it is the only country in the world not connected to the 
internet; Gone with the Wind is a dangerous, banned book; during political rallies, spies study your 
expression to check your sincerity. After the death of the country's great leader Kim Il Sung in 
1994, famine descended: people stumbled over dead bodies in the street and ate tree bark to 
survive. Nothing to Envy weaves together the stories of adversity and resilience of six residents of 
Chongin, North Korea's third largest city. From extensive interviews and with tenacious 
investigative work, Barbara Demick has recreated the concerns, culture and lifestyles of North 
Korean citizens in a gripping narrative, and vividly reconstructed the inner workings of this 
extraordinary and secretive country.

The Berlin Airlift, The Relief Operation that Defined the Cold War Barry Turner Berlin, 1948 – a divided city in a divided country in a divided Europe. The ruined German capital 
lay 120 miles inside Soviet-controlled eastern Germany. Stalin wanted the Allies out; the Allies 
were determined to stay, but had only three narrow air corridors linking the city to the West. Stalin 
was confident he could crush Berlin’s resolve by cutting off food and fuel. And so over eleven 
months from June 1948 to May 1949, British and American aircraft carried out the most ambitious 
airborne relief operation ever mounted, flying over 2 million tons of supplies on almost 300,000 
flights to save a beleaguered Berlin.
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A Spy Among Friends- Kim Philby and the Great Betrayal Ben Macintyre Kim Philby was the most notorious British defector and Soviet mole in history. Agent, double 
agent, traitor and enigma, he betrayed every secret of Allied operations to the Russians in the early 
years of the Cold War. Philby's two closest friends in the intelligence world, Nicholas Elliott of MI6 
and James Jesus Angleton, the CIA intelligence chief, thought they knew Philby better than 
anyone, and then discovered they had not known him at all. This is a story of intimate duplicity; of 
loyalty, trust and treachery, class and conscience; of an ideological battle waged by men with cut-
glass accents and well-made suits in the comfortable clubs and restaurants of London and 
Washington; of male friendships forged, and then systematically betrayed. With access to newly 
released MI5 files and previously unseen family papers, and with the cooperation of former officers 
of MI6 and the CIA, this definitive biography unlocks what is perhaps the last great secret of the 
Cold War.

Agent Zigzag: The True Wartime Story of Eddie Chapman: Lover, Traitor, Hero, Spy Ben MacIntyre One December night in 1942, a Nazi parachutist landed in a Cambridgeshire field. His mission: to 
sabotage the British war effort. His name was Eddie Chapman, but he would shortly become MI5's 
Agent Zigzag. Dashing and louche, courageous and unpredictable, the traitor was a patriot inside, 
and the villain a hero. The problem for Chapman, his many lovers and his spymasters was knowing 
who he was. Ben Macintyre weaves together diaries, letters, photographs, memories and top-
secret MI5 files to create the exhilarating account of Britain's most sensational double agent. 

Operation Mincemeat: The True Spy Story that Changed the Course of World War II Ben MacIntyre Operation Mincemeat was the most successful wartime deception ever attempted, and certainly 
the strangest. It hoodwinked the Nazi espionage chiefs, sent German troops hurtling in the wrong 
direction, and saved thousands of lives by deploying a secret agent who was different, in one 
crucial respect, from any spy before or since: he was dead. His mission: to convince the Germans 
that instead of attacking Sicily, the Allied armies planned to invade Greece.

The Man Who Would Be King Ben MacIntyre The true story of Josiah Harlan, a Pennsylvania Quaker and the first American ever to enter 
Afghanistan, has never been told before. Soldier, spy, doctor, naturalist, traveler and writer, Josiah 
Harlan wanted to be a king, with all the imperialist hubris of his times. In an amazing twenty-year 
journey around Central Asia, he was variously employed as surgeon to the Maharaja of Punjab, 
revolutionary agent for the exiled Afghan King, and then commander-in-chief of the Afghan armies. 
In 1838, he set off in the footsteps of Alexander the Great across the Hindu Kush and forged his 
own kingdom, only to be ejected from Afghanistan a few months later by the invading British.

The Spy and the Traitor: The Greatest Espionage Story of the Cold War Ben MacIntyre On a warm July evening in 1985, a middle-aged man stood on the pavement of a busy avenue in 
the heart of Moscow, holding a plastic carrier bag. In his grey suit and tie, he looked like any other 
Soviet citizen. The bag alone was mildly conspicuous, printed with the red logo of Safeway, the 
British supermarket. The man was a spy. A senior KGB officer, for more than a decade he had 
supplied his British spymasters with a stream of priceless secrets from deep within the Soviet 
intelligence machine. No spy had done more to damage the KGB. The Safeway bag was a signal: 
to activate his escape plan to be smuggled out of Soviet Russia. So began one of the boldest and 
most extraordinary episodes in the history of spying. Ben Macintyre reveals a tale of espionage, 
betrayal and raw courage that changed the course of the Cold War forever...

The world as it is - Inside the Obama White House Ben Rhodes  This is a book about two people making the most important decisions in the world. One is Barack 
Obama. The other is Ben Rhodes. A young writer and Washington outsider, Rhodes was plucked 
from obscurity aged 29. For nearly ten years, he was at the centre of the Obama Administration – 
first as a speech-writer, then a policy maker, and finally a close collaborator. Here, Rhodes tells the 
full story of his partnership – and, ultimately, friendship – with a historic president. From the early 
days of the Obama campaign to the final hours in the Oval Office, he puts us in the room at the 
most tense and poignant moments in recent history.
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Red Notice: How I Became Putin's No. 1 Enemy` Bill Browder  I  have to assume that there is a very real chance that Putin or members of his regime will have 
me killed some day. If I’m killed, you will know who did it. When my enemies read this book, they 
will know that you know. In November 2009, the young lawyer Sergei Magnitsky was beaten to 
death by eight police officers in a freezing cell in a Moscow prison. His crime? Testifying against 
Russian officials who were involved in a conspiracy to steal $230 million of taxes. Red Notice is a 
searing exposé of the whitewash of this imprisonment and murder. The killing hasn’t been 
investigated. It hasn’t been punished. Bill Browder is still campaigning for justice for his late lawyer 
and friend. This is his explosive journey from the heady world of finance in New York and London in 
the 1990s, through battles with ruthless oligarchs in turbulent post-Soviet Union Moscow, to the 
shadowy heart of the Kremlin. With fraud, bribery, corruption and torture exposed at every turn, 
Red Notice is a shocking political roller-coaster.

Fear Trump in the White House Bob Woodward With authoritative reporting honed through eight presidencies from Nixon to Obama, author Bob 
Woodward reveals in unprecedented detail the harrowing life inside President Donald Trump’s 
White House and precisely how he makes decisions on major foreign and domestic policies. 
Woodward draws from hundreds of hours of interviews with firsthand sources, meeting notes, 
personal diaries, files and documents. The focus is on the explosive debates and the decision-
making in the Oval Office, the Situation Room, Air Force One and the White House residence.

Five Traits of True Leadership Brett & Kate McKay
The Hacker Crackdown Bruce Sterling Your guide on this journey is bestselling science fiction author and longtime computer user Bruce 

Sterling, who was galvanized into action following the massive "hacker crackdowns" of 1990, in 
which law enforcement officers executed search warrants across the country against lawbreakers - 
and suspected lawbreakers - in the computer underground. In The Hacker Crackdown, Sterling - 
respected by hackers, law officers, and civil libertarians alike - uses his unique reportorial access 
and his considerable powers as anovelist to weave a startling narrative that informs, compels, and 
appalls. Sterling has researched all corners of this challenging and controversial new world for this 
book.

A Ship of the Line CS Forrester Though the seventy-four-gun HMS Sutherland is the ugliest and least desirable two-decker in the 
Navy and a crew shortage means he must recruit two hundred and fifty landlubbers, Hornblower 
knows that by the time Sutherland and her squadron reach the blockaded Catalonian coast every 
seaman will do his duty. But with daring raids against the French army and navy to be made, it will 
take all Hornblower's seamanship and stewardship to steer a steady course to victory and home.

Flying Colours CS Forrester A humiliated and shipless captive of the French, Horatio Hornblower faces execution unless he can 
escape and make a triumphant return to England Forced to surrender his ship, HMS Sutherland, 
after a long and bloody battle, Captain Horatio Hornblower is held prisoner in a French fortress. 
Prospects turn bleaker when he learns that he and Lt. Bush are to be tried and executed in Paris as 
part of Napoleon's attempts to rally the war-weary Empire. 

Hornblower and the Atropos CS Forrester After near disaster on board a canal barge, Horatio Hornblower is given his first assignment as 
Captain, taking charge of the Atropos, a 22-gun sloop that will act as flagship for the funeral 
procession of Lord Nelson. 

Hornblower and the Crisis CS Forrester Set in 1805, Hornblower and the Crisis finds Horatio Hornblower in possession of confidential 
dispatches from Bonaparte after a vicious hand-to-hand encounter with a French brig. The 
admiralty rewards Hornblower by sending him on a dangerous espionage mission that will light the 
powder trail leading to the battle of Trafalgar 

Hornblower and the Hotspur CS Forrester On the day of his marriage to Maria, Hornblower is ordered to take the Hotspur and head for Brest - 
war is coming and Napoleon will not catch His Majesty's navy with its britches round its ankles. 
With thoughts of his new life as a husband intruding on his duties, Hornblower must prove himself 
to be not only the most capable commander in the fleet, but also its most daring if he is to stop the 
French gaining the upper hand.
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Hornblower in the West Indies CS Forrester 1815, the Napoleonic Wars are over. Yet peace continues to elude Horatio Hornblower overseas; 
As an admiral struggling to impose order in the chaotic aftermath of the French wars, Horatio 
Hornblower, Commander-in-chief of His Majesty's ships and vessels in the West Indies, must still 
face savage pirates, reckless revolutionaries and a violent hurricane. 

Lieutenant Hornblower CS Forrester The nineteenth century dawns and the Napoleonic Wars rage as Horatio Hornblower faces the fury 
of the French and Spanish fleets combined. Amidst the hissing of wet wads, the stifling heat of 
white-hot cannonshot and the clamour of a mutinous crew, new Lieutenant Hornblower will need all 
of his seafaring cunning to overcome his first challenge in independent command on the high seas.

Lord Hornblower CS Forrester Sir Horatio Hornblower has received strict and highly confidential orders from the highest rank: he 
must embark upon a grave and perilous mission to recapture the Flame in the Bay of Seine, where 
the brutal and foul-tempered Lieutenant Augustine Chadwick is being held prisoner by a mutinous 
crew. Rescuing the Lieutenant demands all of Horatio's spirit and seafaring prowess - for at the 
same time, he must contend with capturing two French cargo vessels and take part in negotiations 
to topple the faltering Napoleon once and for all 

Mr. Midshipman Hornblower CS Forrester The first episode, initially created as a prequel, of C.S. Forester's Horatio Hornblower series, sees 
17-year-old Horatio as he embarks upon a navy career aboard HMS Justinian. Older than most 
other seamen training to become naval officers, Hornblower is initially ridiculed for his dull attitude 
and inexperience at sea. However, against all odds, Horatio rises to become an unlikely hero and 
faces a myriad of challenges aboard the ship and on foot in native lands. Set in January 1794, 
Hornblower works alongside his fellow officers, eventually rising through the ranks to battle against 
Napoleon as he tries to conquer Europe.

The Commodore CS Forrester 1812 and the fate of Europe lies in the hands of newly appointed Commodore Hornblower . . .
Dispatched to northern waters to protect Britain's Baltic interests, Horatio Hornblower must halt the 
advance of Napoleon's empire into Sweden and Russia. But first he must battle the terrible Baltic 
weather: fog, snow and icebound waterways; overcome Russian political and commercial intrigues; 
avoid the seductive charms of royalty as well as the deadly reach of assassins in the imperial 
palace; and contend with hostile armies and French privateers. With the fate of Europe balanced 
on a knife edge, the responsibility lies heavy on a Commodore's shoulders

The Happy Return CS Forrester Now in command of HMS Lydia, a thirty-six-gun frigate, Hornblower has instructions to form an 
alliance against the Spanish colonies with a mad and messianic revolutionary, El Supremo; to find 
a water route across the Central American isthmus; and 'to take, sink, burn or destroy' the fifty-gun 
Spanish ship of the line Natividad - or face court-martial. And as if he did not have enough trouble, 
Hornblower must also contend with the beguiling charms of an unwanted passenger: Lady Barbara 
Wellesley . . .

Cold War Command - The Dramatic Story of a Nuclear Submariner Dan Conley The part played in the Cold War by the Royal Navy's submarines still retains a great degree of 
mystery and, in the traditions of the 'Silent Service,' remains largely shrouded in secrecy. Cold War 
Command brings us as close as is possible to the realities of commanding nuclear hunter-killer 
submarines, routinely tasked to hunt out and covertly follow Soviet submarines in order to destroy 
them should there be any outbreak of hostilities.
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The Grand Scuttle The Sinking of the German Fleet at Scapa Flow in 1919 Dan Van Der Vat At Scapa Flow on 21 June 1919, there occurred an event unique in naval history. The German 
High Seas Fleet, one of the most formidable ever built was deliberately sent to the bottom of the 
sea at the British Grand Fleet's principal anchorage at Orkney by its own officers and men. The 
Grand Scuttle became a folk legend in both Germany and Britain. However, few people are aware 
that Rear Admiral Ludwig von Reuter became the only man in history to sink his own navy because 
of a misleading report in a British newspaper; that the Royal Navy guessed his intention but could 
do nothing to thwart it; that the sinking produced the last casualties and the last prisoners of the 
war. This is the remarkable story of the scuttling of the German fleet in Scapa Flow. It contains 
previously unused German archive material, eye-witness accounts and the recollections of 
survivors, as well as many contemporary photos which capture the awesome spectacle of the 
finest ships of the time being deliberately sunk by their own crew.

North Korea Confidential Daniel Tudor & James PearsonNorth Korea is assumed to be a country where everyone worships a power-crazed dictator, where 
vitriolic disputes with neighbouring South Korea frequently erupt into violence, where nuclear 
bombs are detonated with alarming regularity, and where most people are perpetually on the verge 
of starvation. But what is life in North Korea really like? Read this book and find out. In seven 
fascinating chapters the authors explore what life is actually like in modern North Korea today for 
the ordinary man and woman on the street. They interview experts and tap a broad variety of 
sources to bring a startling new insider s view of North Korean society from members of 
Pyongyang s ruling families to defectors from different periods and regions, to diplomats and NGOs 
with years of experience in the country, to cross-border traders from neighboring China, and textual 
accounts appearing in English, Korean and Chinese sources. This book reveals that ordinary North 
Koreans, poor and rich alike, enjoy listening to K-pop music and are addicted to South Korean TV 
dramas in direct contravention of the government s dictates. Pirated foreign movies and shows American, South Korean and Chinese are often smuggled into the country, and sold as DVDs and more recently, USB memory sticks. Such snippets of information help the reader understand that North Korea is undergoing dynamic changes affecting the 24 million people who call it home. Just as the 1950-53 Korean War created a new generation of South Korean over-achievers, the authors believe that the mid-1990s famine in North Korea has caused an important social and economic transformation in North Korea that will eventually spur its citizens to greater achievements.

Longitude Dava Sobel Anyone alive in the 18th century would have known that ‘the longitude problem’ was the thorniest 
scientific dilemma of the day – and had been for centuries. Lacking the ability to measure their 
longitude, sailors throughout the great ages of exploration had been literally lost at sea as soon as 
they lost sight of land. Thousands of lives, and the increasing fortunes of nations, hung on a 
resolution.

The Circle Dave Eggers When Mae is hired to work for the Circle, the world's most powerful internet company, she feels 
she's been given the opportunity of a lifetime. Mae can't believe her great fortune to work for them - 
even as life beyond the campus grows distant, even as a strange encounter with a colleague leaves 
her shaken, even as her role at the Circle becomes increasingly public...

For the Record David Cameron David Cameron was Conservative Party leader during the largest financial crash in living memory. 
The Arab Spring and the Eurozone crisis both started during his first year as prime minister. The 
backdrop to his time in office included the advent of ISIS, surging migration and a rapidly changing 
EU.

Being Silent They Speak - The Story of a WWII Submarine Unbeaten David JB Smith His Majesty's Submarine Unbeaten was last heard from via a signal sent to Flag Officer 
Submarines on 1 November 1942. The signal simply stated: Operation Bluestone completed'. After 
this date the 58-metre British U-Class submarine inexplicably disappeared. Unbeaten was fully 
operational for just over two years. During her short tenure she successfully returned to war-torn 
Malta many times, symbolically flying her Jolly Roger. Being Silent They Speak endeavours to 
highlight the varied triumphs, tragedies, events and sacrifices of submarine life during World War 
II. This meticulously researched true story follows Unbeaten through her build at Vickers of Barrow, 
her war deployment to Malta and back, and then on to the submarine's final departure from Holy 
Loch. The crew of Unbeaten were the last to see the legendary British submarine HMS/M Upholder 
before her Commanding Officer Lt. David Wanklyn VC and his indomitable crew also disappeared 
forever. Several submarines have had books written about them. Unbeaten's activities were no less 
daring than those of Upholder or any other submarine taking part in World War I
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Abramovich - The Billionaire from nowhere Dominic Midgeley Roman Abramovich, the billionaire owner of Chelsea FC, was a penniless orphan who rose from 
the ashes of Soviet Russia to become one of the richest and most powerful men in the world. His 
fascinating life story has been shrouded in mystery

Complete Works Ernest Hemingway
The Brothers Karamazov Fyodor Dostoevsky The murder of brutal landowner Fyodor Karamazov changes the lives of his sons irrevocably: Mitya, 

the sensualist, whose bitter rivalry with his father immediately places him under suspicion for 
parricide; Ivan, the intellectual, driven to breakdown; the spiritual Alyosha, who tries to heal the 
family's rifts; and the shadowy figure of their bastard half-brother, Smerdyakov. Dostoyevsky's dark 
masterwork evokes a world where the lines between innocence and corruption, good and evil, blur, 
and everyone's faith in humanity is tested.

Down and Out in Paris and London George Orwell Written when Orwell was a struggling writer in his twenties, it documents his 'first contact with 
poverty'. Here, he painstakingly documents a world of unrelenting drudgery and squalor - sleeping 
in bug-infested hostels and doss houses of last resort.

This Thing Of Darkness Harry Thompson Brilliant young naval officer Robert FitzRoy is given the captaincy of HMS Beagle, surveying the 
wilds of Tierra del Fuego. He's a man of tradition and principle, with a firm belief in the sanctity of 
the individual in a world created by God. On board, is a passenger, Charles Darwin - a young 
trainee cleric, and amateur geologist. This is the story of a deep friendship between two men, and 
the twin obsessions that tear them apart, leading one to triumph, and the other to disaster.

The War of the Worlds HG Wells When a strange, meteor-like object lands in the heart of England, the inhabitants of Earth find 
themselves victims of a terrible attack. A ruthless race of Martians, armed with heat rays and 
poisonous smoke, is intent on destroying everything that stands in its way. As the unnamed hero 
struggles to find his way across decimated wastelands, the fate of the planet hangs in the balance. 

The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher Hilary Mantel
Memoirs of a Holocaust Survivor Icek Kuperburg Powerful in its stark simple language, Icek Kuperberg chronicles his personal experiences as a 

concentration camp prisoner during World War II. Interned in various work and death camps, Icek 
had to use his guile and wits to simply stay alive. That he persevered despite tremendous horrors 
and obstacles, testifies to his strong will to survive.

A Higher Loyalty James Comey In his Number One bestselling memoir A Higher Loyalty, former FBI director James Comey shares 
his never-before-told experiences from some of the highest-stakes situations of his career in the 
past two decades of American government, exploring what good, ethical leadership looks like, and 
how it drives sound decisions. His journey provides an unprecedented entry into the corridors of 
power, and a remarkable lesson in what makes an effective leader.

Jamie Oliver's Christmas Cook Book (2016) Janie Oliver With classic recipes for every part of Christmas dinner, veggie alternatives, clever ways to use up 
all of those leftovers, top tips for cooking meat perfectly, and even recipes for edible gifts and 
Christmas cocktails - he really has thought of everything! 

There and Back...: The Memoirs of Admiral Sir Jeremy Black GBE, KCB, DSO Jeremy Black Born in Devon, Sir Jeremy Black began his naval life aged 13, as a Cadet under Training at 
Dartmouth and on HMS Devonshire. Then, cadets still slept in hammocks forced to lie on their 
backs to conform with the hanging of hammocks, a naval tradition dating back to before Nelson's 
time. He would learn seamanship and how to paint ships under the careful watch of Petty Officers, 
while in the classroom receive instruction on gunnery, torpedoes, signals and anti-submarine 
warfare. Cadet Black won the King's Sword after completing two long and intensive training 
cruises. His first appointment was on HMS Belfast (now a popular tourist attraction, moored by 
Tower Bridge), which took him to his initial taste of service under fire during the Korean War. 
Experience on other ships followed until, aged 30, he commanded a minesweeper engaged in 
action during the Borneo uprising. There, unfortunately, he failed to notice that many of the ship's 
stores were sold by the Chief Bosun's mate, resulting in Sir Jeremy's Court Martial on a record 
number of charges. He survived. His long, distinguished naval career has taken Sir Jeremy to nearly every part of the world where the British Navy was engaged in the last half of the twentieth century; from the Korean War, through the Suez crisis, and in all the main areas of possible conflict during the Cold War. Appointed to command the country's newest aircraft carrier, HMS Invincible, he took it and its men to the Falkland Islands, winning the DSO for his part in the conflict. He went on to become a Flag Officer, taking a number of ships to the Far East, ending his career as Commander-in-Chief, Naval Home Command, when he flew his Flag in HMS Victory, Nelson's Flagship. From dancing eightsome reels in Borneo to the complex and dangerous fight to win back the Falklands, Sir Jeremy blends the tale of a successful naval career with many cogent observations on how naval life has developed - not always for the best - over the many years of his exceptional career. Written with a wry humour, Sir Jeremy's keen ey
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Evita, The Life of Eva Peron Jill Hedges Eva Peron remains Argentina's best-known and most iconic personality, surpassing even sporting 
superstars such as Diego Maradona or Lionel Messi, and far outlasting her own husband, President 
Juan Domingo Peron himself a remarkable and charismatic political leader without whom she, as 
an uneducated woman in an elitist and male-dominated society, could not have existed as a 
political figure. In this book, Jill Hedges tells the story of a remarkable woman whose glamour, 
charisma, political influence and controversial nature continue to generate huge amounts interest 
60 years after her death. 

HMS LIFE John Bulloch & David Crabb HMS Life is a journey that defies the odds; disturbing yet enlightening, able to fill you with hope that 
even the most impossible situation can work for your advantage. To see two teenagers, one fifteen 
the other sixteen, both still wet-behind-the-ears, plunged into the harshness of military life as if it 
were everyday normal is a sobering experience. Forced to grow up quickly, their innocence is 
wrenched from them as they pursue the most primeval of instincts, survival. They use disguise 
after disguise to protect themselves from the excesses and abuses of life in the Royal Navy's fast 
lane. Intriguingly, the co-authors did not meet until years later, after both had become Christians 
and made the decision to become ministers. But their journey through life and in particular, the 
pain of their past, keeps them searching until they find the solution they'd been looking for all along; 
acceptance and love.

The Good Man of Nanking The Diaries of John Rabe John Rabe The Good Man of Nanking is a crucial document for understanding one of World War II's most 
horrific incidents of genocide, one which the Japanese have steadfastly refused to acknowledge. It 
is also the moving and awe-inspiring record of one man's conscience, courage, and generosity in 
the face of appalling human brutality. Until the recent emergence of John Rabe's diaries, few 
people knew abouth the unassuming hero who has been called the Oskar Schindler of China. In 
Novemgber 1937, as Japanese troops overran the Chinese capital of Nanking and began a 
campaign of torture, rape, and murder against its citizens, one man-a German who had lived in 
China for thirty years and who was a loyal follower of Adolph Hitler-put himself at risk and in order 
to save the lives of 200,000 poor Chinese, 600 of whom he sheltered in his own home.

Nelson - The Sword of Albion John Sugden The Sword of Albion concludes the most comprehensive and intimate life of Nelson ever written, 
one that teems with a glittering array of sailors and civilians, heroes and villains, husbands, wives 
and lovers. Here are Nelson's famous victories at the battles of the Nile, Copenhagen and Trafalgar 
as well as his lesser-known yet equally gripping campaigns. But behind the military prowess is a 
man riven with paradoxes and schisms: the fighting admiral and the glory-hunter, the national hero 
and the indigent commoner, the family man and the adulterer.

Sir Francis Drake John Sugden Sir Francis Drake’s career is one of the most colourful on record. The most daring of the corsairs 
who raided the West Indies and Spanish Main, he led the English into the Pacific, and 
cirumnavigated the world to bring home the Golden Hind laden with Spanish treasure. His attacks 
on Spanish cities and ships transformed his private war into a struggle for surivival between 
Protestant England and Catholic Spain, in which he became Elizabeth I's most prominent admiral 
and marked the emergence of England as major maritime nation.

Sailing alone around the world Joshua Slocum He was given the Spray, a century old oyster boat that "wants some repairs". Two years and $500 
later he had rebuilt the wreck into an oceangoing wonder.He was given the Spray, a century old 
oyster boat that "wants some repairs". Two years and $500 later he had rebuilt the wreck into an 
oceangoing wonder. On his 40,000 mile, three year voyage, Slocum visited six of the seven 
continents where he met cannibals, presidents, outlaws, and ambassadors. Amazingly, throughout 
he lived 'off the land' as it were, fishing, trading, and giving lectures to keep his pantry full. He also 
met some remarkable people including Mrs. Robert Louis Stevenson and Paul Kruger, who, 
believing the world was flat, warned Slocum not to fall off! This adventure will captivate sailors and 
landlubbers alike.
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Ganges Boy Ken Smith Age 15 years, 3 months and 3 days. Height 5'-1". Weight 7st-2lb, this is an account of my first 
month in Royal Navy, starting January 1963. HMS Ganges was tough, but I loved it. 1963 was the 
worst winter ever, the 'mother' of all winters. I was in Exmouth 213 class.

The Brave Japanese Kenneth Harrison The Brave Japanese is the autobiographical account of an Australian who fought against the 
Japanese in the desperate struggle to save Malaysia. Ken Harrison’s experiences as a Prisoner of 
war take the reader to the work camps of Singapore, to Thailand “Death Railway” and to the 
dockyards of Nagasaki. His journey culminates in a visit to the bomb-devastated Hiroshima long 
before the arrival of the occupation forces.

Robert F. Kennedy Kerry Kennedy Robert F. Kennedy staunchly advocated for civil rights, education, justice, and peace; his message 
transcended race, class, and creed, resonating deeply within and across America. He was the 
leading candidate for the Democratic nomination for the presidency and was expected to run 
against Republican Richard Nixon in the 1968 presidential election, following in the footsteps of his 
late brother John. After winning the California presidential primary on June 5, 1968, Robert 
Kennedy was shot, and he died the following day. He was forty-two.

Ordeal: The Truth Behind Deep Throat Linda Lovelace Linda Boreman was just twenty-one when she met Chuck Traynor, the man who would change her 
life. Less than two years later, the girl who wouldn’t let her high school dates get past first base 
was catapulted to fame she could never have imagined in her wildest dreams—or worst 
nightmares. Linda Boreman of Yonkers, New York, had become Linda Lovelace, international adult 
film superstar. The unprecedented success of Deep Throat made porn popular with the 
mainstream and made Lovelace a household name. But nobody, from the A-list celebrities who 
touted the movie to the audiences that lined up to see it, knew the truth about what went on behind 
the scenes.

My Splendid Concubine Lloyd Lofthouse Splendid Concubine is rife with the sexual dalliances of a white man adrift in China ("What a 
strange night, a strange place and strange girls"). Lofthouse also plaits his page-turning story with 
amusing cultural anecdotes that surely must have come from the author's personal observations of 
China ("Live here long enough, see crazy things"). Lloyd Lofthouse is to be commended for writing 
a novel that so cleverly balances an engaging tale of culture and romance with a wealth of period 
detail that will educate readers about dynastic China as thoroughly as any university textbook.

Margaret Thatcher - The Autobiography Margaret Thatcher Beginning with her upbringing in Grantham, she goes on to describe her entry into Parliament. 
Rising through the ranks of this man's world, she led the Conservative Party to victory in 1979, 
becoming Britain's first woman prime minister. Offering a riveting firsthand account of the critical 
moments of her premiership - the Falklands War, the miners' strike, the Brighton bomb, and her 
unprecedented three election victories, the book reaches a gripping climax with an hour-by-hour 
description of her dramatic final days in 10 Downing Street. Margaret Thatcher's frank and 
compelling autobiography stands as a powerful testament to her influential legacy.

Thatcher's War - The Iron Lady on the Falklands Margaret Thatcher On 21 May 1982, the British people watched with a mixture of pride and fear as their troops landed 
under heavy aerial bombardment at San Carlos Bay in the Falkland Islands. Since 1833 the islands 
had been under British sovereignty, and when Argentina launched a full-scale invasion on 2 April 
1982 Margaret Thatcher decided to retaliate swiftly and aggressively. Over the following days a 
task force of 10,000 troops and 44 warships was assembled and despatched to the South Atlantic. 
Britain’s first major armed conflict since the Korean War, the Falklands War cost the lives of 236 
British and 750 Argentine soldiers. When the Argentine garrison surrendered on 2 June, the public 
swung in favour the Conservative government, and Margaret Thatcher’s second term in office was 
secured. This – in the Iron Lady’s own words – is the inside story of the Falkland’s War.
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Prisoner of Tehran - A Memoir Marina Nemat Brought up as a Christian, Marina Nemat's peaceful childhood in Tehran was shattered when the 
Iranian Revolution of 1979 ushered in a new era of Islamic rule. After complaining to her teachers 
about her Maths lessons being replaced by Koran study, Marina was arrested late one evening. 
She was taken to the notorious prison, Evin, where interrogation and torture were part of the daily 
routine. Aged sixteen, she was sentenced to death. Her prison guard snatched her from the firing 
squad bullets but exacted a shocking price in return: marriage to him and conversion to Islam. 
Marina lived out her prison days as his secret bride, spending nights with him in a separate cell. 
Marina struggled to reconcile her hatred towards Ali and her feelings of physical repulsion with the 
fact that he had saved her life.

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis - A Very Brief History Mark Black First Lady and fashion icon, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, known to all as Jackie, was married to 
John F. Kennedy, the thirty-fifth United States president. During his short presidential term Jackie 
served at his side as the country’s First Lady from 1961 up until her husband’s assassination in 
1963. 

The Wrecking Crew Mark Chisnell Drug baron Janac has turned to piracy to fund his battle for control of the Australian narcotics 
trade. When he attacks the MV Shawould on an evil night in the South China Sea, it seems he has 
also found the perfect victim for his terrifying psychological games.

Through Fire and Water - HMS Ardent - The forgotten frigate of the Falklands Mark Higgitt The average age of the 200 men on board HMS Ardent was 23 when she made her lonely midnight 
run into Falkland Sound, an hour ahead of the British amphibious group about to retake the 
Falkland Islands. In the crucial hours that followed, her naval gunfire support kept enemy troops 
and aircraft pinned down at Goose Green and Darwin. Despite a few scares it all looked good. Until 
5.44pm. At that precise moment, out of the gathering dusk, Ardent came under the most 
concentrated attack of any ship taking part in the landings. She was hit 17 times in 22 minutes and 
one in four of her ship’s company were either killed or wounded. She lost a higher proportion of her 
men than any other fighting unit in the entire war. 

Bomber Command Max Hastings Thoroughly readable, horrifying in parts and searingly objective. The losses suffered by Bomber 
Command were terrible; the airmen’s story of courage and tragedy is very well told. But so is the 
story of British (and some US) policy and strategy mistakes. As to the effects of area bombing 
attacks, the account of the raid on one German city in particular will stay with you for a long time.

Chastise: The Dambusters Story 1943 Max Hastings Max Hastings grew up embracing the story, the classic 1955 movie and the memory of Guy 
Gibson, the 24-year-old wing-commander who won the VC leading the raid. In the 21st Century, 
however, Hastings urges that we should review the Dambusters in much more complex shades. 
The aircrew’s heroism was wholly authentic, as was the brilliance of Barnes Wallis, who invented 
the ‘bouncing bombs’. But commanders who promised their young fliers that success could 
shorten the war fantasised wildly. What Germans call the Möhnekatastrophe imposed on the Nazi 
war machine temporary disruption, rather than a crippling blow.

Retribution - The Battle for Japan 1944-45 Max Hastings By the summer of 1944 it was clear that Japan's defeat was inevitable, but how the drive to victory 
would be achieved remained unclear. The ensuing drama--that ended in Japan's utter devastation--
was acted out across the vast theater of Asia in massive clashes between army, air, and naval 
forces. In recounting these extraordinary events, Max Hastings draws incisive portraits of 
MacArthur, Mao, Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, and other key figures of the war in the East. But he is 
equally adept in his portrayals of the ordinary soldiers and sailors caught in the bloodiest of 
campaigns.
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The Korean War Max Hastings On 25 June 1950 the invasion of South Korea by the Communist North launched one of the 
bloodiest conflicts of the last century. The seemingly limitless power of the Chinese-backed North 
was thrown against the ferocious firepower of the UN-backed South in a war that can be seen 
today as the stark prelude to Vietnam.

Max Hastings drew on first-hand accounts of those who fought on both sides to produce this vivid 
and incisive reassessment of the Korean War, bringing the military and human dimensions into 
sharp focus. Critically acclaimed on publication, The Korean War remains the best narrative history 
of this conflict.

Vietnam - An epic tragedy Max Hastings Vietnam became the Western world’s most divisive modern conflict, precipitating a battlefield 
humiliation for France in 1954, then a vastly greater one for the United States in 1975. Max 
Hastings has spent the past three years interviewing scores of participants on both sides, as well 
as researching a multitude of American and Vietnamese documents and memoirs, to create an 
epic narrative of an epic struggle. He portrays the set pieces of Dienbienphu, the Tet offensive, the 
air blitz of North Vietnam, and less familiar battles such as the bloodbath at Daido, where a US 
Marine battalion was almost wiped out, together with extraordinary recollections of Ho Chi Minh’s 
warriors. Here are the vivid realities of strife amid jungle and paddies that killed 2 million people.

North Korea Journal Michael Palin n May 2018, former Monty Python stalwart and intrepid globetrotter Michael Palin spent two weeks 
in the notoriously secretive Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, a cut-off land without internet 
or phone signal, where the countryside has barely moved beyond a centuries-old peasant economy 
but where the cities have gleaming skyscrapers and luxurious underground train stations. His 
resulting documentary for Channel 5 was widely acclaimed. Now he shares his day-by-day diary of 
his visit, in which he describes not only what he saw – and his fleeting views of what the authorities 
didn’t want him to see – but recounts the conversations he had with the country’s inhabitants, talks 
candidly about his encounters with officialdom, and records his musings about a land wholly unlike 
any other he has ever visited – one that inspires fascination and fear in equal measure.

Becoming Michelle Obama In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the most 
iconic and compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America - the first 
African-American to serve in that role - she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White 
House in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and girls in the 
U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that families pursue healthier and more 
active lives, and standing with her husband as he led America through some of its most harrowing 
moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and 
raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.

All the Kremlin's Men: Inside the Court of Vladimir Putin Mikhail Zygar All the Kremlin's Men is a gripping narrative of an accidental king and a court out of control. Based 
on an unprecedented series of interviews with Vladimir Putin's inner circle, this book presents a 
radically different view of power and politics in Russia. The image of Putin as a strongman is 
dissolved. In its place is a weary figurehead buffeted--if not controlled--by the men who at once 
advise and deceive him. The regional governors and bureaucratic leaders are immovable objects, 
far more powerful in their fiefdoms than the president himself. So are the gatekeepers-those 
officials who guard the pathways to power-on whom Putin depends as much as they rely on him. 
The tenuous edifice is filled with all of the intrigue and plotting of a Medici court, as enemies of the 
state are invented and wars begun to justify personal gains, internal rivalries, or one faction's biased 
advantage. A bestseller in Russia, All the Kremlin's Men is a shocking revisionist portrait of the 
Putin era and a dazzling reconstruction of the machinations of courtiers running riot.
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The Pentagon Papers: The Secret History of the Vietnam War Neil Sheehan Not Fake News! The basis for the 2018 film The Post by Academy Award-winning director Steven 
Spielberg, The Pentagon Papers are a series of articles, documents, and studies examining the 
Johnson Administration’s lies to the public about the extent of US involvement in the Vietnam War, 
bringing to light shocking conclusions about America’s true role in the conflict. 

The Long Walk to Freedom Nelson Mandela The riveting memoirs of the outstanding moral and political leader of our time, A Long Walk to 
Freedom brilliantly re-creates the drama of the experiences that helped shape Nelson Mandela's 
destiny. Emotive, compelling and uplifting, A Long Walk to Freedom is the exhilarating story of an 
epic life; a story of hardship, resilience and ultimate triumph told with the clarity and eloquence of a 
born leader.

The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being Earnest Wilde's most enduringly popular play. The successful opening 
night marked the climax of Wilde's career but also heralded his downfall. The Marquess of 
Queensberry, whose son Lord Alfred Douglas was Wilde's lover, planned to present the writer with 
a bouquet of rotten vegetables and disrupt the show. Wilde was tipped off and Queensberry was 
refused admission. Soon afterwards their feud came to a climax in court, where Wilde's 
homosexual double life was revealed to the Victorian public and he was eventually sentenced to 
imprisonment. His notoriety caused the play, despite its early success, to be closed after 86 
performances. After his release, he published the play from exile in Paris, but he wrote no further 
comic or dramatic work.

Battle for the Falklands Patrick Bishop The Falklands War was one of the strangest in British history – 28,000 men sent to fight for a tiny 
relic of empire 8,000 miles from home. At the time, many Britons saw it as a tragic absurdity, but 
the British victory confirmed the quality of British arms and boosted the political fortunes of the 
Conservative government. But it left a chequered aftermath; it was of no wider significance for 
British interests and taught no lessons. It has since been overshadowed by the two Gulf Wars, 
however, its political ramifications cannot be overestimated.

Love and Ruin Paula McLain In 1937, courageous and independent Martha Gellhorn travels to Madrid to report on the atrocities 
of the Spanish Civil War, and finds herself drawn to the stories of ordinary people caught in 
devastating conflict. She also finds herself unexpectedly - and uncontrollably - falling in love with 
Ernest Hemingway, a man already on his way to being a legend. In the shadow of the impending 
Second World War, and set against the tumultuous backdrops of Madrid, Finland, China, and 
especially Cuba, where Martha and Hemingway made their home, their relationship and 
professional careers ignite.

Endeavour: The Ship and the Attitude that Changed the World Peter Moore Endeavour was a ship with many lives, famously carrying James Cook on his first great voyage to 
the Pacific islands. She was there at the Wilkes Riots in London and witnessed the bloody birth of 
the United States. A Polynesian priest, botanists, the first kangaroo to arrive in Britain and Hessian 
soldiers were just a few amongst her many passengers. According to Charles Darwin, she helped 
Cook add a hemisphere to the civilised world. NASA named a space shuttle after her. Yet to 
others, she was a toxic symbol, responsible for the dispossession and disruption of societies.

Captain Blood Rafael Sabatini Captain Blood is one of the great pirate stories. First published in 1922, Rafael Sabatini’s novel has 
never been out of print. It was the basis for the hit Warner Bros. movie Captain Blood (1935), 
starring Errol Flynn
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The Captain's Story Ray J Cowling Many war books especially naval war stories, have been written about World War Two and before. 
Some even delve further back into naval history to the days of sail. However, very few naval fiction 
books have been written about the Falklands War. As war was never actually declared by either 
Argentina or Great Britain, we should actually refer to it as the Falklands Conflict. At the age of 
thirty three, Commander Mike Mansfield is the youngest ever `Captain` in the Royal Navy. His first 
command is the type 42 destroyer, HMS Devonport. The weight of responsibility rests heavily on 
his shoulders. He is relentlessly tormented in a constant battle to prove he is up to the job, not only 
to his crew, but also to himself. Does he have what it takes to overcome the doubts and fears of the 
two hundred and fifty two officers and men under his command?

The Macmillan Years, 1957-1963 The Emerging Truth Richard Lamb Taking on different aspects of Macmillan’s premiership, Lamb carefully puzzles together an 
accurate and unbiased biography of Macmillan’s political career. From the fraught negotiations of 
entering the UK to EEC and de Gaulle’s bombshell veto, the special relationship between the US 
and the UK (covering both Eisenhower and JFK’s presidency), the question of nuclear armaments, 
the crisis between West and East Berlin, the actions of Khrushchev and the Soviet Union, the 
problem of the commonwealth and, later, independence for Britain’s former African colonies, to 
Macmillan’s internal handlings of the Conservative party, the Profumo Scandal and it’s unfortunate 
consequences.

An inland voyage Robert Louis Stevenson An Inland Voyage (1878) is a travelogue by Robert Louis Stevenson about a canoeing trip through 
France and Belgium in 1876. It is Stevenson's earliest book and a pioneering work of outdoor 
literature about outdoor travel. As a young man, Stevenson desired to be financially independent so 
that he might pursue the woman he loved, and set about funding his freedom from parental support 
by writing travelogues about outdoor travel. The voyage was undertaken with Stevenson's Scottish 
friend Sir Walter Grindlay Simpson, mostly along the Oise River from Belgium through France, in 
the Fall of 1876 when Stevenson was 26 years old. Outdoor travel for leisure was unusual for the 
time, and the two Scotsmen were often mistaken for lowly traveling salesman. A fundamentally 
Romantic work in style and tone, the book paints a delightful atmosphere of Europe in a more 
innocent time, with quirky innkeepers, traveling entertainers and puppeteers, old men who had 
never left their villages, ramshackle military units parading with drums and swords, and gypsy-like 
families who lived on canal barges. 

South Sea Tales Robert Louis Stevenson The literary world was shocked when in 1889, at the height of his career, Robert Louis Stevenson 
announced his intention to settle permanently on the Pacific island of Samoa. His readers were 
equally shocked when he began to use the subject material offered by his new environment, not to 
promote a romance of empire, but to produce some of the most ironic and critical treatments of 
imperialism in nineteenth-century fiction.

The Complete works of Robert Louis Stevenson Robert Louis Stevenson Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894) was a Scottish novelist, poet, essayist, and travel writer. His 
most famous works are Treasure Island, Kidnapped, and Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. A 
literary celebrity during his lifetime, Stevenson now ranks among the 26 most translated authors in 
the world.

Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson The quintessential adventure story that first established pirates in the popular imagination
Hell raisers The Life and Inebriated Times of Burton, Harris, O'Toole and Reed Robert Sellers This is the story of four of the greatest thespian boozers who ever walked - or staggered - off a film 

set into a pub. It's a story of drunken binges of near biblical proportions, parties and orgies, broken 
marriages, drugs, riots and wanton sexual conquests. They got away with it because of their 
extraordinary acting talent and because the public loved them. They were truly the last of a breed, 
the last of the movie hellraisers.

Explaining Cameron's Catastrophe Robert Worcester Explaining Cameron's Catastrophe uses expert analyses of hundreds of surveys and focus groups 
run by Ipsos MORI to make sense of the UK's 2016 EU referendum: how we got here; the context, 
content and process; lessons from 1975; what remain did wrong; why the leave campaign was so 
successful; voters attitudes; and the aftermath. They also show what the 2016 referendum result, 
and life without the EU, means for the future of the UK.
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The Greatest Traitor: The Secret Lives of Agent George Blake Roger Hermiston Sober, accurate and all the more thrilling for it. The best thing on Blake that we are likely to get for 
a very long time.' JOHN LE CARRÉ On 3 May 1961, after a trial conducted largely in secret, a 
man named George Blake was sentenced to an unprecedented forty-two years in jail. At the time 
few details of his crimes were made known. By his own confession he was a Soviet spy, and 
rumours later circulated that his actions had endangered British agents, but the reasons for such a 
severe punishment were never revealed. To the public, Blake was simply the greatest traitor of the 
Cold War. Yet, as Roger Hermiston reveals in this thrilling new biography, his story touches not 
only the depths of treachery but also the heights of heroism. Drawing on hitherto unpublished 
records from his trial, new revelations about his dramatic jailbreak from Wormwood Scrubs, and 
original interviews with former spies, friends and the man himself, The Greatest Traitor sheds new 
light on this most complex of characters and presents a fascinating shadow history of the Cold 
War.

Kamikaze Nightmare Ron Burt Ron Burt writes a compelling story about his older brother's heroism and injuries received at the 
hands of Kamikaze direct hits on two ships, about his brother's recovery from those injuries and 
about his own effort to gather the information necessary to support the process to have his brother 
awarded the Navy Cross and Silver Star.

In the President's Secret Service Behind the Scenes with Agents in the Line of Fire 

and the Presidents

Ronald Kessler Never before has a journalist penetrated the wall of secrecy that surrounds the U.S. Secret Service, 
that elite corps of agents who pledge to take a bullet to protect the president and his family. Kessler 
portrays the dangers that agents face and how they carry out their missions--from how they are 
trained to how they spot and assess potential threats.

An American Life Ronald Reagan Few presidents have accomplished more, or been so effective in changing the direction of 
government in ways that are both fundamental and lasting, than Ronald Reagan. Certainly no 
president has more dramatically raised the American spirit, or done so much to restore national 
strength and self-confidence. 

Deceiving the Deceivers: Kim Philby, Donald MacLean, and Guy Burgess SJ Hamrick Not only did British intelligence know about the treachery of Mclean (and then very quickly 
afterwards of the other two) far earlier than 1951, but also - and this was the crowning revelation in 
the book -- concealed this knowledge so as to use it as part of a counterespionage operation in 
which both Philby and Burgess were deceived into transmitting disinformation back to their 
Russian handlers.

The New Tsar: The Rise and Reign of Vladimir Putin Stephen Lee Myers Vladimir Putin rose out of Soviet deprivation to the pinnacle of influence in the new Russian nation. 
He came to office in 2000 as a reformer, cutting taxes and expanding property rights, bringing a 
measure of order and eventually prosperity to millions whose only experience of democracy in the 
early years following the Soviet collapse was instability, poverty and criminality. But soon Putin 
orchestrated the preservation of a new kind of authoritarianism, consolidating power, reasserting his 
country's might, brutally crushing revolts and swiftly dispatching dissenters, even as he retained 
the support of many.

The Surrender of Singapore, Three Years of Hell Stephen Wynn Singapore fell to the Japanese in 1942 and was then controlled by them for the next three years, a 
time in which Chinese civilians and Commonwealth soldiers were murdered at their hands, in such 
incidents as the Sook Ching massacre and the Burma Railway death march. Included in this 
account is one mans never before told story of his time as a PoW in Changi prison. The book 
explores how he miraculously survived the horrors of working on the Burma railway, only to be sent 
back to Changi, and reveals how the Japanese authorities held letters that his wife sent him for 
three years.
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Betrayal in Berlin: George Blake, the Berlin Tunnel and the Greatest Conspiracy of 

the Cold War

Steve Vogel The ultra-secret "Berlin Tunnel" was dug in the mid-1950s from the American sector in southwest 
Berlin and ran nearly a quarter-mile into the Soviet sector, allowing the CIA and the British Secret 
Intelligence Service (SIS) to tap into critical KGB and Soviet military underground 
telecommunication lines. George Blake, a trusted officer working in a highly sensitive job with SIS, 
was privy to every aspect of the plan. Over the course of eleven months from May 1955 to April 
1956, when the Soviets discovered the tunnel, "Operation Gold" provided seemingly invaluable 
intelligence about Soviet capabilities and intentions. The tunnel was celebrated as an astonishing 
CIA coup upon its disclosure, and the agency basked in its new reputation as a bold and capable 
intelligence agency that had, for once, outwitted the KGB. But in 1961, a Polish defector shocked 
the CIA and SIS by revealing that Blake was a double agent who had disclosed plans for the tunnel 
to the KGB before it was even built. Blake was arrested and sentenced in 1961 to 42 years in 
prison, the longest term ever imposed under modern English law. In the years since, the tunnel has been labelled a failure, based on the assumption that the Soviets would never have allowed any information of importance to be transmitted through the tapped lines. Not so. 

Broken Vows Tony Blair The Tragedy of Power (2016) Tom Bower When Tony Blair became prime minister in 1997, he was, at forty-three, the youngest to hold that 
office since 1812. With a landslide majority, his approval rating was 93 per cent and he went on to 
become Labour's longest serving premier. So what went wrong? With unprecedented access to 
more than 180 Whitehall officials, military officers and politicians, Tom Bower has
uncovered the full story of Blair's decade in power. He has followed Blair's trail from his resignation, 
since which he has built a remarkable empire advising tycoons and tyrants. The result is the 
political thriller of the year, illuminating the mystery of an extraordinary politician who continues to 
fascinate to this day.

Dead or Alive Tom Clancy The world's number one terrorist is about to unleash a holy war. Only one agency, one man, can 
stop him . . . ?

A Journey, My Political Life Tony Blair In 1997, Tony Blair won the biggest Labour victory in history to sweep the party to power and end 
eighteen years of Conservative government. He remains the only living Labour leader to have won 
a general election. He has been one of the most dynamic leaders of modern times; few British 
prime ministers have shaped the nation's course as profoundly as Blair during his ten years in 
power, and his achievements and his legacy will be debated for years to come.

Cox's Navy Salvaging The German High Seas Fleet at Scapa Flow 1924-1931 Tony Booth Cox's Navy tells the incredible true story of Ernest Cox, a Wolverhampton-born scrap merchant, 
who, despite having no previous experience, led the biggest salvage operation in history to recover 
the ships of the interned German Grand Fleet that had been scuttled by their crews at Scapa Flow 
in 1919.

A Steady Trade Tristan Jones Tristan Jones vividly and colorfully describes his childhood as a Welsh boy growing up by the sea. 
The story of his boyhood in pre-World War II England is strikingly charming and nostalgic. The 
challenges and adventures he encounters will have you seeing, smelling, feeling, hearing, and 
tasting the sea as you travel with him through this coming-of-age story. 

Heart of Oak Tristan Jones World War II helped to define Tristan Jones as an adventurous Welsh youth. After losing his 
parents, he spent much of his life working on sailing barges and so he is no stranger to the seas 
when he’s called to fight for Britain during the Blitz in 1940. Tristan Jones is not only caught in the 
middle of arduous battles on board, but also the tragic battles he must fight in his heart. 

Saga of a Wayward Sailor Tristan Jones Saga of a Wayward Sailor tells the tale of one of his most exciting adventures. Jones sails through 
treacherous waters aboard the Cresswell, a lifeboat converted into a sailboat, struggling to survive 
against impossible odds. He makes it through violent storms, arrest by the Soviet Navy, and other 
extraordinary experiences. Join Tristan Jones and a host of other lively and intriguing characters, as 
this salty and humorous tale unfolds. 

Seagulls in My Soup Tristan Jones Tristan Jones tells tales of the humorous and fascinating adventures that his Saga of a Wayward 
Sailor began. Discover more anecdotes and unexpected adventures aboard a converted lifeboat 
ketch cruising the coasts of the Balearic region with Tristan, his one-eyed, three-legged dog, 
Nelson and the prim Bishop's sister, Sissie St. John.
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The Kama Sutra Vatsyayana The erotic sentiments described in the Hindu love classic the Kama Sutraconstitute the most 
famous work on sex ever created. Written almost 2,000 years ago, the Kama Sutra deals with all 
aspects of sexual life, including the principles and techniques of sexual pleasure and how to best 
achieve ecstatic expression of life

In Order To Live: A North Korean Girl's Journey to Freedom Yeonmi Park Yeonmi Park was not dreaming of freedom when she escaped from North Korea. She didn't even 
know what it meant to be free. All she knew was that she was running for her life, that if she and 
her family stayed behind they would die - from starvation, or disease, or even execution. This book 
is the story of Park's struggle to survive in the darkest, most repressive country on earth; her 
harrowing escape through China's underworld of smugglers and human traffickers; and then her 
escape from China across the Gobi desert to Mongolia, with only the stars to guide her way, and 
from there to South Korea and at last to freedom; and finally her emergence as a leading human 
rights activist - all before her 21st birthday.

Operation Eichmann - The Truth about the Pursuit, Capture and Trial Zvi Aharoni and Wilhelm Dietl Written by the Israeli Mossad agent who was involved in the the capture of Adolf Eichmann, this 
book tells the story of how he went to South America, tracked down the former German officer, 
captured and interrogated him, and was present throughout Eichmann's trial.
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